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Special Concentrations is a unique program at Harvard College, in which a student may design his or her own
concentration. Students who have intellectual .

Each approved Special Concentration exists as a small committee within our program. RESOURCES
Although in one sense students in Special Concentrations have no particular resources reserved for them such
as special libraries or laboratories, in another and very real sense all the resources of the University are
available for the support of special concentrators in completing their programs. It seems best for those students
who have not only an unusual interest, but who also have a clear grasp of the direction in which they are
heading. Honors concentrators must present a minimum of sixteen half-courses in the concentration. Audience
members also learn from these dedicated and talented young scholars even as they teach them new ways of
conceiving and pursuing their projects. Tutorials: Sophomore year: Special Concentrations 97r one or two
terms optional. The standing of those students at the border of two different degrees may also be determined
through an oral examination administered by the Board of Examiners. The Standing Committee on Special
Concentrations, composed of faculty from a wide range of disciplines, sets the general policies and
educational guidelines for the program, and individually considers each petition submitted. All individual
substitutions or changes in courses to be counted for the concentration must be approved by the individual's
Faculty Adviser and by the Director of Studies. Thesis: None. Senior thesis projects generally emerge from
collaboration with faculty. My undergraduate studies have continued to inform my interest in Emergency
Psychiatry, the area of psychiatry that focuses on the diagnosis and management of high acuity patients.
Concurrent with my thesis year in Special Concentrations, I enrolled in the professional architecture program
at the Harvard Graduate School of Design. Because of the interdisciplinary nature of a Special Concentration,
I was frequently confronted with the unique role medicine plays in addressing the complex social determinants
of health in our cities. For example, several current programs deal with science and society, combining
coursework from history and science, engineering, and sociology to name just a few departments. Senior year:
Special Concentrations 99 two terms required. Theses by students with a highest honors-level GPA will
automatically be assigned three readers. The Department also supports its senior thesis writers through two
semesters of a Senior Thesis Seminar, History 99a and 99b , which provide a useful framework for thesis
writers as they work through the intermittent difficulties that all thesis students inevitably encounter. Joint
concentrators and, in some cases, non-joint concentrators might have a FAS Faculty member from a different
field as their thesis supervisor. Two readers are assigned to each thesis. I credit my special concentration, and
the process of creating it, with teaching me to be independent, self-directed, and creative, traits that Google
prizes and celebrates. Students must enroll in the Thesis Seminars in order to write a thesis by obtaining
approval from the Asst. Special concentrations inspired me to stay active in disparate disciplines.
Departmental Support Students who do decide to enter the thesis program benefit from a great deal of
departmental support. In hindsight, this proved to be a wonderful, if challenging and sometimes socially
isolating, way to pursue an undergraduate design education. Everything I have worked on since graduation has
benefited from and expanded on the concepts and approaches that I learned during the completion of my
special concentration. In the financial industry you learn that diversification is king, my journey as a special
concentrator fostered my ability to diversify my range of thinking and now allows me to successfully interact
with several industries today. After graduation, I worked in management consulting at The Parthenon Group
in San Francisco, working on about 40 cases in industries ranging from healthcare to education to consumer
goods. Ideas often emerge from recent papers discussed in advanced courses. Special Concentrations is not
intended to encourage students either to avoid particular departmental requirements or to create a broad,
unfocused concentration that could be described as "general studies. Special Concentrations represents a small
but critical portion of undergraduate concentrators. All students who may be eligible for a recommendation of
highest honors will then be given an oral examination by the Board of Examiners; performance on this exam
will be considered in determining the final recommendation. In other cases, it is clear that Special
Concentrations is an appropriate vehicle to assist a student to pursue in depth some interdisciplinary interest.
For up-to-date information on advising in Special Concentrations, please see the Special Concentrations
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website. I work for a company called onefinestay that aims to allow people to 'live like a local' in a number of
cities across the world by offering a fully managed hotel-like experience in a personal home. This list is
available to prospective concentrators for the purpose of seeking advice from the students currently in the
program.


