
HOW TO WRITE A GRADUATE SCHOOL PERSONAL STATEMENT

A strong personal statement is an essential piece of a graduate school application. Learn more about personal
statements and get expert tips to.

How will you accomplish those goals? Be specific. Being conscious of how words or stories may be perceived
by those with experiences different from their own can be invaluable to students. The following year will be a
final stroke. The area of study in which you wish to specialize. This course kept me constantly busy. More
hands. Lecture the reader. However, generic essays have no place in the graduate school application process. It
must have been pretty obvious that I was both hearing and petrified, because I was immediately greeted by
someone who, very formally and slowly, asked if I was a student and offered to accompany me. Radunich
advises applicants to think about their essays from admissions deans' perspectives: What would and wouldn't
you want to read it if you were in their shoes? Personal Statement Example Writing a personal statement can
be intimidating, which may make it difficult for applicants to get started. Where to go for help Determine your
purpose in writing the statement Usually the purpose is to persuade the admissions committee that you are an
applicant who should be chosen. Creating a new world with my words was something great. This is something
that might not work well for most graduate programs. This paragraph also serves as a good pivot point to start
discussing my academic and professional background. Users can easily share with collaborators, such as
writing coaches, advisers or friends. If anything, an essay devoted entirely to explaining why its author wants
to go to grad school runs a risk of making that author seem less mature. Remember that your audience is made
up of professionals in their field, and you are not going to tell them how they should act or what they should
be. They know nothing about you unless you tell them. Remember that people who see the world differently
from you will be reading this essay. As I imagined a security guard striding up and chiding me for being
somewhere I shouldn't be, a hand reached past me and pushed the door open, jolting me back to the real world.
This serves as the main content of the personal statement. Use space efficiently. Need help with your graduate
essay? The graduate school personal statement serves two basic purposes. Instead, focus on creating stellar
essays for the ones that actually interest you. Radunich also offers tips for getting in the mindset of admissions
personnel: "They're reading the personal statement and gauging the candidate's fitness for the program.
Between my limited vocabulary, quaking fingers and fear-frozen face, would anyone be able to understand
me? We have the industry's leading GRE prep program. Include your career goals and plans for the future.
This brief paragraph highlights my relevant work experience in the healthcare industry. The complexities of
nonverbal language floored me, and I found myself thinking about hand signs while writing essays on
Saussure's linguistic signs. Grandma Betty would persuade people to be tested for sexually transmitted
diseases, encourage safer sexual practices, document the spread of infection and strive to contain and prevent
it. The focus should remain on why the student is qualified and wants to apply to that particular program.
People are multifaceted, and it seems extra important to hit all your personality highlights and
accomplishments. Personal statements are generally pretty short, often ranging between and 1, words.


