
MAUS CHAPTER 1

The narrator, Art Spiegelman, at this point a small boy, is on roller skates, racing with his friends to the schoolyard. Art's
skates break, and he runs crying to his father, Vladek. Over dinner, Art tells his father that he wants to write a comic
book about the old man's.

Artie is surprised that it only took a few days but then Vladek explains that he was in the army for a year and a
half when he was 21 and went to training every four years so not much extra training was required for him.
Art greets his father at the old man's house in Rego Park. His cousin tells Vladek that she wants him to meet
her friend Anja, who she says is an intelligent girl from a rich family. At various times in the story notably in
Book II, Chapters 1 and 2 , Art tells us that this obsession existed even as a child. Vladek tells Artie that they
began to talk every day, and that Anja wrote him beautiful letters. Anja then invites Vladek over for dinner at
her family. He sees marriage as a way to bring himself up. When he calls, Anja's mother tells him that Anja
received a letter from someone in Czestochowa that said horrible things about Vladek, including that he is
only planning to marry Anja for her money. As described later in the story, much of this obsession stems from
Art's feelings of guilt over having avoided the horrible events that both of his parents lived through. He tells
his father that he fell and that his friends skated on without him. In the early s, however, he is handsome and
calm, and clearly filled with love for his first wife, Anja. It is  It seems that Vladek immediately falls in love
with Anja because he describes that they spent much time together and that she sent him letters written in
beautiful Polish. Active Themes The next day, Vladek goes with his cousin to meet Anja in town. Maus is
really two stories, not one. Vladek is clearly close to his family. Over dinner, Art tells his father that he wants
to write a comic book about the old man's experiences during the Holocaust. It is here that Vladek has a vision
of his grandfather telling him that on the day of Parshas Truma, a specific Jewish reading, that he will be
freed. Still, it is very clear that Vladek loves his son. Anja shows herself to be graceful and self-possessed,
moving on from her embarrassment with ease, and she is obviously well-educated and very intelligent herself.
Download it! Active Themes Vladek pauses in his cycling.


