
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE GREEK HISTORY AND THE PERSIAN WARS

Grecian culture. Source for information on Introduction to the Greek-Persian Wars ( bceâ€“ bce): Gale Encyclopedia of
World History: War dictionary.

For want of a horse, the rider was lost. Wars, even single battles, are often turning points in history. Editorial
Review This Article has been reviewed for accuracy, reliability and adherence to academic standards prior to
publication. Times of war are also the times when we see most clearly the underlying tensions that exist in any
society, tensions that, in ordinary times, may be well below the surface. And then there is the war we talk
about today: the great war with Persia. These works are not considered reliable especially Ctesias , and are not
particularly useful for reconstructing the history of this period. However, since the 19th century his reputation
has been dramatically rehabilitated by archaeological finds that have repeatedly confirmed his version of
events. He's a great story-teller. After the battle, the Athenian army ran the 25 miles back to Athens in order to
prevent the Persians from attacking the city. Advertise Here Themistocles won a great victory and the
remaining Persian ships retreated to Asia Minor. The army of Athens routed the Persian army killing around 6,
Persians and only losing Greeks. Landing at Marathon in bce , the Persians were defeated by Greek hoplites,
heavily armored citizen-soldiersâ€”the first time a Western force had emerged victorious over an Eastern
army. The Persian position remained strong despite the naval defeat - they still controlled much of Greece and
their large land army was intact. Students would get bogged down in details, trying to keep straight who was
on whose side in the War of the Roses or to master the ins-and-outs of the Thirty Years' War. To Medize was
to submit to the Persian king as overlord. They were sure of victory. So they returned to their own country,
and were then greatly blamed for what they had done. The Athenians didn't get immediate Spartan help--and
it's not altogether clear why. On the same day, Greek naval forces at Mycale defeat the Persians there, and the
Persian threat to Greek freedom--at least for a time--comes to an end. Fortunately for us, Herodotus makes the
Persian War unforgettable. No such group existed in Greek cities at this time; while there was usually an
aristocracy, this was inevitably divided into feuding factions. For want of a war, the kingdom was lost--and all
for the loss of a horseshoe nail. Because each style has its own formatting nuances that evolve over time and
not all information is available for every reference entry or article, Encyclopedia. For business people,
freedom and independence tends to work best. Their allies want to go south and defend the Peloponnesian
peninsula. And BC here come the Persians. The Eritrians had been betrayed by one of their own, and, with all
the political turmoil in Athens, there was no guarantee Athens wouldn't also have traitors who would betray
the city. In Homer's account, the Greeks whom he calls Achaeans and modern historians might call
Mycenaeans attack and eventually sack Troy. In bce , he raised a massive army, numbering anywhere from ,
to 1,, men ancient sources are vague, but there can no doubt that it was the largest army assembled up to that
point and prepared an impressive fleet of some 1, ships. The Greek navy at Artemsium is in an untenable
position and it also has to retreat. Cyrus was a grandson of Astyages and was supported by part of the Median
aristocracy. Somewhat difficult to know why the Spartan contingent was so small: perhaps because the
Peloponnesians weren't really interested in fighting for the north. But even admitting all this, Herodotus does
something few modern historians can do. Typically these city-states fought each other, but they united to fight
against the Persians. Not until 10 years later did the Persians renew their advance on Greece. The Persian
Empire was the largest and most powerful empire in the world at the time of the Persian Wars. This one would
have thought a fairly easy task for the mighty Persian empire--especially since the Greeks were divided among
themselves. The Spartans had recently defeated Argos, and the Argives were beginning to copy the Spartan
life style! The Dorian invasion of Greece infortunately not so well documented was obviously a major turning
point. Well, in war time trivial things do get magnified in exactly the way chaos theory might guess. And
Athens likewise had just gone throught a period of internal political strife.


